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ALOHA — A white 
privilege survey was as-
signed as homework for 
a group of Oregon high 
school seniors.

Parent Jason Schmidt 
provided to KATU-TV a 
photo of the survey his 
son was given. He said it’s 
inappropriate to teach stu-
dents about what he called 
the latest political fad.

Parent Sarah Rios- 
Lopez said she applauds 
teachers who give stu-
dents information to form 

opinions.
T h e  s u r v e y  p h o t o 

shows students were asked 
to assign numerical val-
ues to various statements 
based on how often it is 
true for them.

The first statement said 
the student can be in the 
company of people of his 
or her own race most of 
the time.

Beaverton School Dis-
trict officials said the class 
is intended for students to 
have civil discussions on 
topics including race, sex-
uality and religion.

The Associated Press

Oregon high school teacher 
assigns white privilege survey

PORTLAND — The city 
of Portland has agreed 
to pay $89,000 to the 
18-year-old son of a police 
officer who was infected 
with hepatitis C while 
working in the 1990s.

The teen is believed to 
have contracted hepatitis 
C while his mother was 
pregnant with him.

City documents say the 
officer worked undercover 
as a prostitute and a drug 
buyer and was exposed to 
the blood of suspects.

The Associated Press

Portland to pay teen who got hepatitis C
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James Edwin Dawe
1943 - 2016

James Edwin Dawe 
passed away in peace on 
Friday, September 16th 
after a brief battle with lung 
cancer. Jim was born in 
Eugene on April 23, 1943 
to Robert Dawe and Mary 
(Billing) Dawe. 

Jim was blessed to have 
both roots and wings. He 
grew up in Eugene, starring 

on the South Eugene track team and performing in a 
traveling water skiing club. After graduating from high 
school, he backpacked through East Asia for a year, falling 
in love with Japan, and photographing ancient ruins in 
Vietnam and Cambodia. Jim later returned to Vietnam in 
the US Navy, serving two tours, an experience which in 
many ways broke his heart. 

After Vietnam, Jim moved to Hawaii to be near his 
sister Susie. Throughout his life, he loved the physical feel 
of freedom, having the sun on his face and the wind in 
his hair. And, he loved to tell stories; nothing beat a day 
outside and friends to look forward to talking to. In Hawaii, 
he became an avid sailor and commercial fisherman. On 
fishing boats, he often took the job of scuba diving at night 
to help bring in the catch. Jim's natural love of story-telling 
was fueled by all of the characters he encountered and 
their adventures together. 

On one trip sailing from Hawaii to California, he met 
and fell in love with Suzan Goldfarb, whom he married 
shortly thereafter. They were married 12 years, and had 
three children together. 

Jim returned to Eugene in the late 1980's, and spent the 
rest of his life in Eugene raising his children, building 
and remodeling homes, and working as a courier. Jim 
married Susan Vanater in 2001, and they gave each other 
16 precious years of love, security, and happiness. Jim 
always loved Oregon too, enjoying the state's natural 
beauty, whether taking the boat out on Cultus or Odell 
Lake, dune-buggying in Florence, or simply driving his 
Mustang with the top down. 

Jim is survived by his wife Susan of Eugene; sister Susie 
Behnke and her husband Bob of Beaverton; son Justin and 
his wife Sara of Berkeley, CA; daughter Alison Varner 
and her husband Caleb of Johannesburg, South Africa; 
son Benjamin of Portland; as well as five loving and lively 
grandchildren and a large extended family including 
Susan's five children, Elaine (Hawaii), Kelly (Florida), 
Phillip (Oregon), Bill (Oregon), and Benny (Oregon). Jim 
found peace as well as great friendships in AA, attending 
nearly daily for decades. 

There will be a celebration of Jim's life on Saturday, 
October 8th at Emerald Park at 11am. Susan and family 
are deeply grateful for all of the kindness, support, and 
visits that Jim's friends have provided in his last weeks and 
in the time since he passed away. Jim always knew how to 
bring people together. He will be missed greatly.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Leonard Ernest 
Tarantola
1932 - 2016

Leonard Tarantola, 84, 
was born in Brooklyn, NY, 
bringing boyish energy and 
curiosity into the world of 
his parents and two older 
sisters. 

At age 20, he, his family, 
and many relatives, moved 
west to Cupertino, CA. One 
of his most enjoyable jobs 

there was working as an engineer for Arrow Development 
Company, which built rides for Disneyland and other 
amusement parks around the country. 

In 1978, Len and his wife Inge moved with daughters 
Christina and Charlotte to Eugene. Over the years, Len 
became known for the many workshops and airplane 
hangars he built around the area. He was an active private 
pilot for many years and was a great fan and supporter of 
the performing arts and many other local organizations. 

He will be greatly missed by his wife, daughters, and 
sons-in-law, who will host a Celebration of Life at 3 p.m., 
Sunday, October 16, at Unity of the Valley, 39th and 
Hilyard, Eugene. He is also survived by his sister Frances. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his memory 
to the Oregon Community Foundation. 

Major Family Funeral home is in charge of 
arrangements. Visit majorfamilyfuneralhome.com to sign 
the guest book.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Elissa Jane Cruz-Joe
August 30, 1965 -  

June 23, 2016

Elissa Jane Cruz-
Joe was taken by Liver 
Disease and other medical 
complications.

Elissa leaves behind a 
husband, three children, a 
sister, a brother, and good 
friends.

Elissa, we will think of 
you with each sun glow, 

when quiet birds circle in flight, when the stars shine at 
night.

May the warm wind of Heaven blow softly upon you 
and your moccasins make happy tracks too. We love you.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Thomas Henry Nilsen
Sept. 7, 1949 - Sept. 7, 2016

Tom Nilsen passed away after a brief illness on 
September 7, 2016, in El Paso, Tx. Tom was born to Maude 
and Henry "Hank" Nilsen in Eugene, Or. He attended 
Eugene schools. While at South Eugene High School he 
played basketball receiving the team's most valuable player 
award in 1967. That same year, he was designated an all-
state basketball player. He continued his education and 
basketball career at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, 
Or. from which he graduated. In addition, Tom held 
graduate degrees from both the University of Montana and 
the University of Idaho. After college, he pursued a career 
in education. Tom was a fluent Spanish speaker and taught 
at both public and private schools in Texas. He also taught 
briefly in Mexico. His preferred field was history which he 
taught at the community college level in El Paso.

Tom is survived by his mother Maude Nilsen and sister 
Carolyn Nilsen of Bend, Or., his brother Peter Nilsen of 
Roseburg, Or., and nephew Kai Nilsen-Knight (wife Terra) 
of Salem, Or. Tom will be missed by his family in Oregon 
and his many friends in El Paso. Tom was a lifelong 
learner and a voracious reader. Memorial contributions 
can be made to Tom's favorite place--the El Paso Public 
Library, 501 N. Oregon St., El Paso, Tx., 79901

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Aivess Malejs
November 21, 1939 - 
September 14, 2016

Born in Riga, Latvia, 
as a child, immigrated 
to the US with his father, 
mother & brother where 
they settled in Buffalo, NY. 
He proudly served in the 
Army. He was employed 
by Bethlehem Steel, 
Pinkerton Investigations, 
Jones Chemicals & Farm 
Family until 1989 when he 

relocated to Eugene. He pursued video production with 
Media Craft, then worked with Jennings Prop Mgmt. 

Aivess enjoyed crossword puzzles, theater, the arts, 
photography, history, sports & drawing. He was an avid 
reader & enjoyed writing poetry. Aivess had a natural gift 
for creative writing. He treasured time spent with family, 
friends & his faithful lab, Jake. 

Aivess is survived by his loving wife, Judy; daughter 
Aleksandra Malejs, son Richard Raines (Kate) of Buffalo, 
NY, daughter Amy Littleboy-Price (Willie) of Eugene; 
brother Vidis (Zinta), a niece & 2 nephews; granddaughters 
Jacy & Samantha Price of Eugene; Addison & Charlotte 
Raines & grandson William Raines, all of Buffalo. 

Thank you Aivess for teaching us about unconditional 
love, forgiveness, honor in serving others, selflessness, 
sacrifice & the importance of family. You are truly & 
whole heartedly loved & will be greatly missed. 

Private services Oct. 12, 2016 at Roseburg Nat'l 
Cemetery.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Esther Margaret 
Bedient

February 9, 1925 -  
September 8, 2016

Esther Margaret Bedient 
passed away peacefully 
of Alzheimer's disease 
on September 8, 2016 in 
Issaquah, Washington at 
the age of 91. She was born 
in Dunn County, North 
Dakota on February 9, 1925 
to Johannes and Margaretha 
(Siffermann) Herrmann. 

She grew up on the family farm and was the twelfth of 
fourteen children.

Esther completed high school and in 1944 married 
Lemoyne E. Bedient who was serving in the U.S. Navy. 
They were married for 36 years and had three children. 
Esther lived in Eugene, Oregon for 62 years where she 
was primarily a homemaker. She attended business school 
and later did office work for that school and for a blood 
bank. She enjoyed spending time with her friends, baking, 
sewing, gardening, bowling and playing cards. She most 
enjoyed raising her children.

Esther is survived by sister Vi (Ray) Daoust of Portland, 
Oregon; sister-in-law, Evelyn Hermann of Dickinson, 
North Dakota; daughter, Nancy (Jeff) Harriman of the 
San Francisco Bay area; sons: Ron (Patty) of Sammamish, 
Washington and Bob (Debbie) of Goodyear, Arizona; 
four granddaughters; two great-granddaughters; a great-
grandson and numerous nieces and nephews.

No services are planned.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Kit Stanley Dodd
July 1, 1955 - 

September 1, 2016

Kit S. Dodd, 61, passed 
away at his Liverpool, NY 
home surrounded by his 
family on September 1, 2016. 
Raised in Eugene, Oregon, 
Kit moved to Syracuse 35 
years ago to join Syracuse 
Symphony as a violist 
and music librarian. Kit 
was a passionate founding 
member of Symphoria. He 

is survived by his wife of 40 years Rebecca Dodd, sons 
Nicholas and Aaron, his parents Ann P. Dodd and Stanley 
J Dodd Jr., and his brothers John and Pete. Calling hours 
were September 16th followed by a "Celebration of Life" 
service in New York.

Please see the online tribute: forevermissed.com/kit-
dodd/

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation, to Symphoria: 
experiencesymphoria.org/

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Diane J. 
Keeney

December 21, 1942 - 
September 15, 2016

Diane Jean Keeney left 
this earth to play golf with 
her dad on 9/15/2016. 

She was born to Mildred 
and Irby Dunn in Portland, 
OR on 12/21/42. She is 
survived by her husband 
Merle, three brothers and 
three sisters, five children: 

Brian, Connie, Scott, Jill, Thomas; seven grandchildren 
and one great-grandson. 

Diane was the happiest person on this earth. She never 
met a person in her life that was not a friend forever. She is 
loved by all and she will be missed by all. There will be a 
Celebration of life for her Oct. 15 2016 1 pm at the Dexter 
Fire Hall in Dexter OR. 

Please no flowers. If you wish to please make a donation 
to the Cascade Hospice in Eugene or the Cancer Society 
of America.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Allen Spores
1924 - 2016

Allen Spores, 91, passed 
away peacefully September 
22nd in Springfield, 
Oregon, surrounded by the 
love and comfort of his 
family. He was a loving 
and devoted husband of 51 
years, grandfather of Cody, 
Vania and Amanda, great 
grandfather of Janna Rae, 
Taylen, Pandora, Reid, 

Richard and Belle, and a dear friend to many. 
Allen was a proud Navy veteran of WWII (USS 

MacKenzie - DD-614). He was involved with the Boy 
Scouts of America and for many years cooked for the 
Willamalane Senior Men's Breakfast. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, family camping trips, square dancing, card 
playing, decorating during the holidays, and the company 
of family and friends. 

Allen's family roots spread deep throughout the 
Willamette Valley as a descendent of the Spores family 
settlers who are credited as one of the first three Euro-
American families to settle in the region. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, June, and son, 
Bill Spores. Allen is survived by his daughter, Sharon 
Spores and Christina Bodenroeder, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

For those who knew Allen, he will be remembered for 
his charisma, dry and witty sense of humor, generosity, 
and sensitivity. His spirit lives on through the kindness 
and compassion that he shared with others. He will always 
hold a special place in our hearts and memories. 

A "Celebration of Life" for Allen will be held Saturday, 
October 15th, from 1:30p - 3:00p at Spring Valley Assisted 
Living located at 770 Harlow Road in Springfield. Allen 
is entombed at Springfield Memorial Gardens. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the Willamalane Adult 
Activities Center in memory of Allen Spores, 215 West C 
Street, Springfield, OR 97477. 

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy

Bryan Lynn Thomas
August 25, 1959 - 

March 7, 2016

His spirit was as free as 
the whimsical paintings he 
created in the final years of 
his life. 

For Eugene native Bryan 
Lynn Thomas, it was a life 
that came to a sudden and 
tragic end far too soon for 
those who knew and loved 
him. 

Thomas was just 56 when 
his life ended on March 7 on the big island of Hawaii, 
where he spent the final few years of his life creating art 
on a 4-acre estate. 

He was born on Aug. 25, 1959, in Eugene to Denny and 
Gwen Thomas. The family owned a small grocery store in 
Cottage Grove and moved to a small farm in Pleasant Hill, 
where they raised shetland ponies. 

Thomas attended Edgewood and Fox Hollow 
elementary schools, Spencer Butte Junior High School 
and the Opportunity Center High School in Eugene before 
becoming one of the youngest graduates of the GED 
program at Lane Community College in the 1970s. 

He attended hair design school and became an instructor 
at the Toni&Guy hairdressing academy in Dallas, Texas, 
in 1985. He often presented the academy's innovative 
cutting techniques on the morning TV news. 

He started the Bryan Thomas International Hair Salon, 
then moved to San Diego in the 1990s and opened the Blue 
Mondays Salon there. 

Good friend Robert Marcos began photographing 
Bryan's hair models. Thanks to Bryan's sophisticated hair 
styling, many of the photos landed on the pages of Vogue 
magazine. 

Bryan loved scuba diving and was also a salvage diver 
during his San Diego days. He later moved to Mexico City 
and spent five years in the chic district of Polanco, styling 
the hair of many celebrities, including telenovelas stars. 
He had his own radio program in Mexico City and his 
work appeared in many fashion magazines. 

The turn of the century brought him back to Oregon, 
where he lived in Sisters for a few years, creating art and 
scuba diving with his beloved Canadian goose, Boo Boo, 
who followed him everywhere, always near by, even riding 
on the bow of his kayak. 

"The best pet I ever had," Bryan said in one Facebook 
post. 

He moved to Hawaii in about 2009 and, his hairstyling 
days behind him, began to create art. 

He painted colorful portraits of people and animals, 
abstract art and still-life. He became a self-taught citrus 
farmer and lived the only way he knew how: free and 
uninhibited. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Denny Thomas. 
Survivors include his mother and stepfather, Gwen 

and George Batrack of Eugene; his sister, Dayna Thomas 
Evans, of Eugene; brother-in-law Chris Evans, of Eugene; 
and their children, Katie and Thomas Evans.

Please sign the guest book at www.registerguard.com/legacy


